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varying from a small oligarchy to. something like the
entirety of the free male population. At the dawn of
history, Aristocracy seems to be gaining on Monarchy,
and Democracy on Aristocracy. And this passage of
political development is especially well known to us
through the accidents which have preserved to us a
portion of the records of two famous societies, the
Athenian Republic, the cradle of philosophy and art,
and the Roman Republic, which began the conquests
destined to embrace a great part of the world. This
last Republic was always more or less of an Aristo-
cracy ; but from the time of its fall, and the establish-
ment of the Roman Empire, there was on the whole,
for seventeen centuries, an all but universal movement
towards kingship. There were, no doubt, evanescent
revivals of popular government. The barbarian races,
when they broke into the central Roman territory,
brought with them very generally some amount of the
ancient tribal liberty which, reintroduced into Mediter-
ranean Europe, seemed again for awhile likely to prove
the seed of political freedom. The Roman municipal
system, left to work unchecked within the walled
cities of Northern Italy, reproduced a form of de-
mocracy But Italian Commonwealths, and feudal
Estates and Parliaments, all sank, with one memor-
able exception, before the ever-growing power and
prestige of military despotic governments. The his-
torian of our day is apt to moralise and lament over